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Joyce Cunningham

03/17/2026

City Council

40th Street Multi Modal Project

Dear Council:

Were Council Members aware that the Corporate Retailers., Federal Realty
and IKEA were Not aware of Multi Modal Project and Elimination of one
West bound lane until it was brought to their attention end of November
20257 WHY did City Fail to notify them? City Outreach Radius Map clearly
Highlighted and Identified these specific areas. East Bay Bridge Shopping
Center is owned by Federal Realty - one of the largest Retail Property
owners that owns the 27 acre parcel from San Pablo to down to Target.
Retail tenants include Home Depot, Target, Nordstrom, Burlington, Best
Buy, Michaels, Total Wine, etc.

In addition: Peets Coffee Corporate office has 200 employees. City failed to
Notify Peets and Landlord. Property identified on Outreach Map.
Metagenomics has 137 employees. City Failed to Notify Metagenomics and
Landlord. Property identified on Outreach Map.

Make no mistake, City has no problem reaching out to these businesses and
property owners for code violations, business license fees and property
taxes. How is it possible City Ignored these Significant Revenue Sources that
bring employment to Emeryville?

These businesses according to Emeryville website provide up to 54% Total
Gross Revenue into city coffers annually broken down as follows: 16% Sales
Tax Revenue/ 14% Business License Fees/ 12% Property Tax/ and 12%
Hotel Tax.

City of Emeryville Strategic Plan as posted in lobby on Large billboard
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states: 3rd Bullet Point "Dynamic & Growing Businesses"

Support For Existing Businesses and Attracting New Ones "Proactive
Engagement with Business Community" - City Fails at their own Mission
Statement with Zero communication and Support for existing businesses.

Has Council drilled down into Economic Consequences and Negative
Impacts on these Businesses? Were Financial Models and Analysis ever
provided to Council for consideration OR did Council only review
Transportation Studies? Why is City ignoring the need for Environmental
Impact reports to include Sutter Health and Tokyo Central Increased traffic
count? Existing reports are dated Aug 2024, prior to Sutter Health
acquisition bringing thousands of jobs and increased daily traffic counts with
patients traveling to and from the hospital daily. Updated reports will
definitely support and justify Environmental Impacts to the community.

City needs to be looking forward and Not in the rearview mirror for a project
design from 10 yrs ago (2017) with an Outdated design. This design is the
same design as International Blvd which has been an absolute disaster to
businesses and property owners. Project design has brought Congestion,
Road Rage and Business closures. As we look for the the State to fund MTC
and without necessary funding will close 10 BART Stations! BART station
closures is certainly More Important and Significant to the community, than
Multi Modal. Ridership is down all across the board, only a few folks ride
Emery Go Round or AC Transit bus lines down 40th Street/San Pablo daily.
All you see are empty buses with two people.

Council should take the time to read 55 letters that were submitted to Ryan
O'Connell and think long and hard before spending additional funding with
Engineers increasing their funding budget from $1.8M to over $5M to move
forward with Multi Modal design as presented without considering All the
Facts and Financial Implications to the City Emeryville. Environmental Impact
Report is clearly warranted.

Thank you for your consideration to put this project on pause until Council
has all the facts.
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