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October 17, 1946 – May 29, 2025 

Since 1969, Wood Artisan Dean Santner has been 
recognized for his original work in the fields of art 
furniture, high-quality craft fabrication, component 
furniture, ergonomic desk environments, and 
unique handcrafted woodworking design. 
    
During his career Dean was the recipient of various 
awards, including the Outstanding American 
Craftsman Award, Alameda CA Manufacturer of 
the Year, the Mead Presentation Award, American Design in Paris 2021, and numerous 
“Best of Show” Awards. He has had a wide variety of his wood designs featured in 
galleries and juried art/craft exhibitions around the world. 
  
His woodwork is represented in the Historical Collection of the Oakland Museum  
of California, the San Francisco Collection, and the Ranch Collection of the President 
and Mrs. Ronald Reagan.  
 
A resident of Emeryville for 45 years (45th Street Artists’ Cooperative), Dean loved his 
profession and woke up every morning ready to tackle a new design, a creative 
endeavor, or grill a great steak.  His sculptural one-of-a-kind pieces often included a 
touch of whimsy and an homage to Parma, Ohio where he spent much of this 
childhood.  One of his final pieces “Sonrisa Love in Baja Parma” was a gift to his wife 
Sally Santner Maxwell celebrating their time spent on holiday in warmer climes. 
 
Photo transports you to the ‘70’s ... lots of sawdust and always a smile. 
 


